
Freedom and 
Ethics 



 

What Is Freedom? 
   The relationship between one’s actions and one’s  

                                                       environment 
 

What Is Ethics? 
   The study of what one ought to do 

 
 

Ethics is the Price for Freedom - Freedom is the Source of Ethics 
 
 
What is Ethics? Media Ethics? New Media Ethics? 
  
Right and Wrong 
Says Who? 
 
   

 

 

  

 



 

Ethical journalism: always searching for the right answer. 
 
Everyday dilemmas: what to publish and what not, how much to publish, how much to omit  
 
Everyday pressures: why do you publish this and not that… 
 
 
Ethics : many different schools, 
Two big ones:  The “common good” is the source of ethics for journalists, personal opinion 
  comes second 
  or 
  The individual values of a journalist are the source of ethics, the   
                                    communitarian concerns come second 
 
Communitarian values: selflessness, cooperation, social guidance, solidarity within the 
community, group progress….  Confucius, Plato, Marx, Religion 

 

 Libertarian values: 

Maximum personal freedom, autonomy, diversity, competition, meritocracy… 

      Socrates, Aristotle, Voltaire… 

 



 

“Western” approach, where “individual freedom” comes above all  
 Abused for political and financial gain 
  
“Non-Western” approach, where “common good” comes above all  
 Abused for suppression and authoritarianism 
  
But in the core: asking the same questions: what is right? 
  
Question One: What is the right course of action for s journalist? 
  
Correct Answer A:  Always Follow the Rules (Editorial Guidelines, Codes of Ethics…) 
  
Correct Answer B:  Always Take the Better Course of Action (think about the consequences) 
  
Correct Answer C: None of the above (follow your beliefs, conscience, intuition) 
  
Correct Answer D: All of the above (depending on the situation…) 

 



 

Question Two: Does Professional Journalism Equal Ethical Journalism?  
 
Wrong Answer A: Yes (reporting the truth, no matter how and what) 
Wrong Answer B: No (not reporting the truth, for “higher” reasons) 
  
Cultural Relativism as basis of media ethics 
No societal code is better than the other – no objective way (or need) to compare them 
(journalists behave in a different way in different cultures, no way and no need to compare 
them; they should do what they feel is best) 
  
Ethical Absolutism  
Journalists are guided by religion or a totalitarian ideology 
 
Utilitarian Ethics 
Journalists should be guided by the consequences  
 
“Social Contract” Media Ethics (BBC) – professionalism, social responsibility and 
predictability for the mutual benefit of all  
 
Missionary Ethics (citizen journalism) 

 


